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68 VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING GIVEN ATTENTION 
IN 2016 NEEDING INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION  

 
 

• In 2016, a subsidiary protection statute was granted and in this year a total of 6 
women victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation were given attention in SICAR cat 
and Proyecto Esperanza, both projects of Adoratrices, and obtained refugee status. 
   

• Asylum Law expressly recognizes gender-based persecution and refers to the 
especially vulnerable situation of victims of human trafficking. 

 
Madrid, June 20, 2017. Proyecto Esperanza (Madrid) and SICAR cat (Catalunya), both of Adoratrices, have 
responded in 2016 to 68 people victims of human trafficking with international protection needs (38 new 
cases + 30 followup cases). This #Adoratrices alliance is carried out through the Integral Care program for 
women victims of human trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation, which is funded by the Ministry of 
Employment and Social Security, in particular the General Sub-directorate for Immigrant Integration, managed by 
the European Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (FAMI).  

Marta González, Project ESPERANZA Coordinator adds: These favorable resolutions mark an important 
breakthrough in the recognition by the Spanish authorities of the interconnection between the right of 
asylum and human trafficking. There is, however, a lot of work to do for the Spanish State to consolidate and 
ensure that those people, mostly women, who have been trafficked and who are also in need of international 
protection, can exercise their right to obtain asylum in an effective way.  
 
Advances: Presence at the El Prat airport, favorable resolutions and increased 
coordination and sensitization with specialized agents.  
 
In 2016, we held meetings with the OAR (Office of Asylum and Refuge) and the Ministry of Employment and 
Social Security, which manages FAMI. "This has contributed to a greater sensitivity from both sides towards 
women who seek asylum, whether at controlled borders or at airports or within the territory, and better 
coordination with SICAR cat and Proyecto Esperanza as entities specializing in integral care for women victims 
of human trafficking." In addition, we have been able to access the identification interviews that are carried 
out in the Prat airport, which is something we had been pushing for for a long time, adds Rosa Cendón, 
Coordinator of SICAR cat.  
 
Both organizations value the increased admission in these months of 2017 to cases where asylum applications 
are made at the border (airport). In cases where there is a situation of persecution related to gender in the 
country of origin or in transit during the migratory process, together with evidence of trafficking, almost 100% of 
the applications submitted have been admitted to the process. In recent months, a change has been 
detected regarding the nationalities of cases of Victims of Human Trafficking in need of international protection 
as there seems to have been a decline in cases of women from Nigeria at the border-airport, compared to an 
increase in cases of women from other sub-Saharan countries such as Cameroon and the Central 
African Republic. 
 
Women in human trafficking situations that are detected either by the public administration or by social entities 
are in a situation of extreme vulnerability, and rely on suitable identification and assessment systems to help 
them access the network of services, and the process of integral recovery, to which the legislation entitles them.  
 
"We want to make ensure recognition in practice of the protection systems provided for victims of human 
trafficking; in immigration law and asylum right, which are compatible and not mutually exclusive with a 
guarantee that they can be applied in parallel, where necessary", added Cendón. 

http://www.sicar.cat/
http://www.proyectoesperanza.org/
http://www.proyectoesperanza.org/
http://www.sicar.cat/
http://extranjeros.empleo.gob.es/es/Fondos_comunitarios/fami/
http://sicar.adoratrius.cat/�


 
Since the program started, efforts have been made to coordinate and cooperate with the actors involved in 
the fight against human trafficking and the actors who intervene in the area of asylum, with the aim of 
improving the effectiveness and quality of detection, assistance and protection processes for victims. 
For this purpose, regular meetings are held in which the project expresses concerns and proposals for 
improvement. The results are considered very satisfactory, as improvements have been made, such as the 
presence at the El Prat Airport of specialist bodies, when an asylum request contains evidence of trafficking, as 
well as the agreements reached with the OAR regarding the possibility that, where there is an indication of 
human trafficking in an asylum application, a specialized body will be contacted to assess the case. 
 
Integral program with a focus on Human Rights, Gender and Interculturality  
 
This program, which has being running since 2013, addresses women asylum-seekers and alleged victims of 
human trafficking and their children, or children in their care who are also asylum-seekers. The objectives are:  
 

1. Ensuring women victims, and asylum seekers, full access to rights. 
2. Offering safe and confidential accommodation where women can begin their recovery and integration 

process. 
3. Providing a specialized social and legal service tailored to the needs of beneficiaries oriented towards the 

social integration of women. 
4. Promoting institutional coordination in order to promote the asylum process of the women in question. 

 
The main content of the program states the following actions: legal attention, temporary reception and social 
intervention (housing, health, basic needs coverage, information and orientation needs, access to employment 
and financial aid). 
 
Asylum and Human Trafficking: When is it possible to apply it? 
 
From SICAR cat and ESPERANZA projects we believe that in many of these cases the international protection 
for Victims of trafficking is fully applicable and enforceable, in accordance with our legislation and with 
International Law, in particular when: 
 

• Human trafficking victims have been forced to seek an opportunity abroad and to leave their country 
fleeing gender based violence experienced in their country of origin, to which they would be exposed 
again if they were to return.   

• They have been trafficked for exploitation, mostly sexual, in Europe and fear returning to their country of 
origin as they would be exposed to rejection and stigmatization by their families and/or communities of 
origin.  

• These women have managed to flee the networks, but have not paid off the debt that the procurers 
demanded, or have collaborated with the police or judicial authorities working against the perpetrators of 
crimes for which they would be exposed to serious reprisals or even risk being re-trafficked if returned to 
their country of origin, particularly as there is enormous impunity, ineffectiveness and corruption among 
authorities in many of these countries.   

 
"It is essential to clarify that under International Law, victims of human trafficking should be allowed to activate 
both the protection and care mechanisms, specifically provided in the ' Aliens Act ', such as guaranteeing their 
right to seek protection by means of asylum, both methods being compatible. In any case, the State must always 
guarantee the principle of not returning a person to a place where he or she can suffer inhuman or degrading 
treatment," explains Marta González.  
 
More information:  Laura Toronjo | comunicacion@proyectoesperanza.org | 696792236 

Laia Virgili | contactar@adoratrius.cat | 661861875 
 
 

About SICAR cat and Proyecto ESPERANZA: Both Adoratrices projects have a multidisciplinary team of professionals who 
consider human trafficking a violation of human rights. They guarantee a management model committed to quality and excellence 
and have obtained a quality commitment diploma, according to the EFQM (European Foundation for Quality Management) model. 
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