
 

 

In 2017 SICAR cat assists a total of 212 victims of human 

trafficking, 23 of whom are minors 

• 1 female victim of human trafficking gets refugee status 

• 47 people regularise their administrative status 

• 61 women accompanied in criminal proceedings 

 

Barcelona, March 15, 2017. SICAR cat, a comprehensive care programme for victims of human 

trafficking (HT), responded in 2017 to 212 people who were victims of this serious violation of 

Human Rights: 189 women and 23 minors, including 11 family units. These 212 people 

correspond to the people reached by the Information and Orientation Service, those who are 

subsequently linked to the program and the users from previous years who continue their 

recovery at the entity. 

The Information and Orientation Service (Contact), which has an active Emergency phone 24 

hours a day, 365 days of the year, assisted 136 people (125 women, 6 unaccompanied 

immigrant minors (UIM), 5 children of victims of human trafficking (HT). The main access 

routes for these demands were public services (36%) and security forces (32%). The majority 

of the demands, 45%, were from Barcelona City and secondly from the province of 

Barcelona, 23%. Detection of signs of HT at authorized border posts, 14%, took place at the 

Barcelona-El Prat airport. 

46% of people reached are from Africa, from 11 different countries. However, SICAR cat 

responded to women of 30 nationalities. The most prominent were the Nigerian, 25%, and the 

Chinese, 21%. On the other hand, during fiscal year 2017 there was an increase in cases from 

Latin America, especially from Venezuela and Colombia. The majority age group of new users 

was 18-25 years, 36%, followed by those over 30 years old, 24%, and those of 26- 30 years, 

16%. The minor victims of human trafficking represented 8% of new contacts. The main forms 

of exploitation of the adult victims were: sexual exploitation (79%), labor exploitation (5%) and 

forced marriages (2%). 

From a sample of 53 women contacted, 73% came from a family context of social vulnerability, 

66% have a positive relationship with their family and 47% have children under their care. As for 

who captured them to be exploited later, in most cases, 38%, were the victim's own friendships 

and, 17%, other people outside the circle of friends, the family (13%) and the couple (5%). 

49% of these 53 women were deceived as to the purpose for which they left their country of 

origin and 70% did not sign any document as a contract. As for the trip, 52% traveled by plane, 

38% by land and 4% by boat. The majority took routes through countries in transit (58%) and 

travelled alone (36%). Once at their destination, they were freed by their own means (51%) and 

32% by the police forces. In 41% of cases, women are currently in danger. 
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Once detected or identified as a victim of HT, in coordination with other public or private entities, 

the woman voluntarily accesses SICAR cat. Subsequently, an individual intervention plan is 

designed, which coordinates an interdisciplinary team, in which the objectives of the recovery 

process are agreed to with the client. Women can access one or several services offered by the 

program (voluntary return, housing, health, legal assistance, social assistance, training and 

work). 

 

Key outcomes of intervention in 2017 

 

SICAR cat's Legal service has been the source most widely used by users. In total, it served 

140 women, of whom 74 were new admissions.  

International Law allows victims of HT to avail themselves of both protection and assistance 

mechanisms, specifically provided for in the "Aliens Act" (article 59bis of the LOEX); as their 

right to request protection through asylum, when they are in need of international protection, in 

order to guarantee the principle of non-return and avoid the risk of suffering inhuman or 

degrading treatment. In these cases both methods are compatible. 

Of the 74 new additions to the service, 46 benefited from the application of mechanisms of 

article 59bis of the LOEX and 37 women took advantage of the 41 periods of restoration and 

reflection offered. In addition, 11 provisional residence and work permits were granted, 6 for 

police collaboration and 5 for personal situations. Also, 30 temporary residence and work 

permits were renewed for 1 year in previous years, pending finalization for 5 years. 

Regarding the right to asylum, a woman victim of human trafficking was recognized as having 

the right to asylum and obtained refugee status. In addition, 40 women assisted in 2017 had 

the benefits of international protection and received specialized advice from the entity's legal 

service. 

Of these 40 people, finally a total of 29 women, 13 of whom in the territory and 16 at the border, 

requested international protection and 8 minors by extension also in the territory. 100% of 

these 37 applications were accepted for processing. In addition, the legal team followed up on 

15 requests from previous years (10 women and 5 minors). 

Finally, 47 people regularised their administrative situation, either through the 59bis or through 

the "Asylum Law". Of these 47, 3 women regularised by both methods. 

From the criminal point of view, 16 complaints were formalized, 47% of which, as protected 

witnesses, and the legal team continued the criminal monitoring of 61 women. 

The Housing Service, which from its different residential resources, both its own and 

external, meets basic needs, in conditions of protection and security, received 51 demands, 

96% of which were answered. The residential SICAR cat resources, with 19 places, housed 34 

people, that is, 28 women and 6 children. On the other hand, 15 women accessed housing in 

non-residential resources with the support of the entity. 

Social Care facilitates the process of social integration of the victims of HT, promotes their own 

capabilities and, in addition, it facilitates access to the resources that contribute to improve their 

quality of life. In 2017, 98% of the 104 requests for coverage of basic needs and 99% of 

demands related to financial aid were resolved. 

A total of 13 women of the 26 assisted in the Training and Labor Service found employment, 

23% of which, for more than 3 months, with a contract and with pay based on the minimum 

interprofessional salary (SMI). 62% of the users who attended did so through the RAI program 

(Intervention for the recovery, empowerment and labor insertion of women victims of human  
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trafficking with the purpose of sexual exploitation), carried out by SICAR cat together with the 

Fundació SURT. 

With the Return Service, the victims of HT are helped with the voluntary return to the country of 

origin, in safe conditions. During 2017, 4 women decided to return, 1 in Eastern Europe and 3 

in Latin America. One of these returns was managed with the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), with whom SICAR cat has an agreement to guarantee a safe transfer of the 

victims of HT when they decide to take another chance in their country. On the other hand, 2 

voluntary returns were managed directly by SICAR cat and 1 by other means. 

The Health Service facilitates access to health to assist not only the physical recovery but also 

the psychological since the victims have suffered a crime that causes deep psychological 

damage. Recovering from this serious violation of Human Rights requires time and a 

therapeutic intervention that facilitates the care of the emotional and psychological wounds 

that derive from the traumatic experience. A total of 29 women received psychological and 

psychiatric support. 

Minors 

In 2017 SICAR cat assisted 23 minors: 14 children of users (9 in follow-up, 5 new cases), 

which include family units, and 9 UIM, that is, unaccompanied immigrant children (3 in follow-up, 

6 new cases). The family units are single-parent families victims of HT. They are comprised of a 

woman and her dependent minor children who are in the territory. Of the 11 assisted in 2017, 8 

are from previous years and 3 correspond to new registrations. 

 

Main incidence outcomes 

 

Aside from comprehensive care for victims of trafficking, from a perspective of Human Rights, 

SICAR cat denounces the situation of the victims of HT with awareness and advocacy actions. 

In 2017, as a specialized entity, it participated in 31 training activities through which it could 

reach 1430 people and has been a partner of the European projects PHIT (Psychological 

Health Impact of Trafficking in Human Beings where female victims) and Justice at Last, 

initiatives that have continuity this 2018. 

Finally, 63 meetings were held with 40 key actors and institutions to guarantee access to the 

rights of victims of both adult and child trafficking (international protection, administrative and 

criminal proceedings). 

Other outstanding actions were: Appearance in the Parliament of Catalonia at the request of the 

Commission for Equality of Persons, Participation in the Intergroup of Refugees in Catalonia, 

Presentation in the European Parliament, Brussels, of the 'Agreement for the care of the victims 

of HT between SICAR cat and the Mossos', shadow report to the UN Commission on the Rights 

of the Child, shadow report to the GRETA (Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in 

Human Beings), Contribution to the creation of the neologisms ‘tràfic de persones' and 

'contraban de persones' by the TERMCAT. 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  

Rosa Cendón/Laia Virgili  | contactar@adoratrius.cat | 661861875 
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http://www.phit.ub.edu/en/
http://lastradainternational.org/about-lsi/projects/justice-at-last
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About SICAR cat  

Adoratrices is a religious social non-profit organisation that supports vulnerable women. In 

Catalonia, it has been developing the SICAR cat program since 2002, which offers 

comprehensive care to women and children who are victims of human trafficking for their 

recovery and the restitution of their rights. It also promotes social change through raising 

awareness and denouncing this serious violation of Human Rights. 
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